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Student: Kamal B.
Grade: 7-2
Book: “Blue Heron”
Author: Avi
1.       The rain whipped against the windows, making a sound like muffled drums. (p. 1)
2.       The door slammed open and banged against the wall, making the plates rattle in their racks. (p. 1)
3.       Father had a temper and, I could see, he was trying hard not to lose it. (p. 3)
4.       The realization gave her goose bumps. (p. 3)
5.       The water was like a roughened silver plate. (p. 3)
6.       She flashed a smile. (p. 3)
7.       Now they were swimming sharply. (p. 3)
8.       He was still holding onto his temper. (p. 4)
9.       Finally, my father lost his temper and slammed his hand down on the table, making the plates jump. (p. 6)
10.    With Maggie lugging her suitcase with two hands. (p. 10)
11.    The moment they did, they were smothered by a blanket of humid heat. (p. 10)
12.    But as though to rebuke (criticize) Joanna. (p. 11)
13.    Her makeup was slapdash (haphazard- random). (p. 11)
14.    Conversation flagged. They drove in silence. (p. 11)
15.    She reached out, took Maggie’s hand, and squeezed it. (p. 12)
16.    Racing over the slipping sands of time. (p. 13)
17.    Then, suddenly, we were moving along an ordinary road. (p. 14)
18.    Turned onto a rutted dirt road that ran through woods. (p. 14)
19.    The cool green air. (p. 15)
Student: Cynthia AbiSamra
Grade: 7-3
Book: “The missing ’Gator of Gumbo Limbo”
Author: Jean Craighead George
1.     On a warm sun spangled (sparkling) day. (P.1)
2.     Listening to the trade winds chime through the leaves of the royal palm. (P.1)
3.     Looking up into a sun beaten face. (P.1)
4.     Keen eyes peering out from under the cap. (P.1)
5.     An Alligator like Dajun can swallow a girl like you in one gulp (swallowing fast). (P.2)
6.     He gestured toward the development on the other side of the pineland. (P.3)
7.     As unobtrusively (aggressively) as I could. (P.3)
8.     The name embroidered on his green shirt. (P.4)
9.     He pointed to the white gently sloping beach. (P.5)
10. To bask (take pleasure) in the winter sunshine (P.5)              
11. I knew my face showed such glee that I was forced to bend my head. (P.6)
12. A disgruntled boy walked a few steps to a log covered with resurrection ferns, the kind that wither when it’s dry and revive when it rains. (P.6)
13. His hair that stuck out from under his cap was sunburned a bright yellow. (P.8)
14. The moonlight made leaf patterns on the tent roof. (P.11)
15. Candles look like glowworms in the woods and will not draw attention to our home. (P.12)
Student: Hamdi M.
Grade: 7-3
Book: “The Boyfriend”
Author: R. L. Stine
1.      She looked down the brightly lit mall at the blur of faces.
2.      A smile spreading slowly across her face.
3.      Joanna thought bitterly, walking quickly away from the meeting place.
4.      Her smile was now completely gone.
5.      Tiny, meek little mom
6.      Watching the Friday night crowd pour in.
7.      She turned and caught her reflection in the candle store window.
8.      The sunlight blond hair was so smooth and strait that it looked very beautiful, even cut so stylishly short.
9.      Surprised by her bitterness.
10.   Her brown hair falling in tight curls down her neck and shoulder.
11.   A wide, delighted grim on his face.
12.   A gleeful smile on his face.
13.   Fumbling in her vest pocket for the car keys.
14.   The siren was just so loud, so overwhelmingly loud.
15.   The blackness lightened to a murky gray.
16.   The silent was almost thick.
17.    She could see low black hills against the purple night sky.
18.   The face retreated a little.
Student: Joud S.
Grade: 7-3
Book: “The Perfect Date”
Author: R. L. Stine
1.     He squinted his brown eyes against the sun’s glare and left out a long, piercing whistle.
2.     Gazing down from the top of the ridge.
3.     A record-shattering blizzard had roared through Shadyside.
4.     The storm downed power lines, froze water pipes, and dumped more than three feet of snow before it finally blew out of town.
5.     It’s a long slope of ice-crusted, blindingly white snow.
6.     He itched to hop onto his sled and soar down to the very bottom.
7.     He waited while she trudged along the ridge towards him.
8.     She was short and slender, with saucer size blue eyes, a button nose, and a small round face.
9.     Tugging his cap down over his curly dark hair.
10. She lay at the bottom of the hill, sprawled facedown in the snow like a rag doll.
11. Lighten up
12. Huge eyes in a smooth oval face.
13. Perfect lips curved into a very friendly smile.
14. Brandy shot him a quick smile.
15. Her smile just about knocked him sideways.
16. The coffee burned like lava on Brandy’s skin.
17. Her green eyes glowed warmly at him.
18. She had turned an angry-looking red face.
19. It made a soft cracking sound as it hit the floor.
20. Brandy likes the way her long blond hair tumbled around her shoulder like a model in a shampoo commercial.
21. Scars crisscrossed the girl’s forehead like railroad tracks.
22. Her cheeks and chin wrinkled like a shriveled apple.
Student: Wissam H.
Grade: 7-4
Book 1: “Jackie & Me ”
Author: Dan Gutman
1.     Blood rushing through my face. Pg 3
2.     My eyes must have bugged out of my hand. Pg 78
3.     The guy flipped me the pack of cards. Pg 78
4.     I missed it but I scooped it off the floor like it was a gold nugget. Pg 78
5.     I did a quick mental operation. Pg 78
6.     Dad would go meshuga (crazy) Pg 78
7.     I tried to track her down. Pg 81
8.     He was nervous, anxious and swinging bad pitches. Pg 82
9.     As if things weren’t tough enough for Jackie. Pg 82
10. All kinds of rumors were swirling around. Pg 83 
Student: Wissam H.
Grade: 7-4
Book 2: “The Boys Start the War”
Author: Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
11. The hot syrup traveling from one square to another. p. 1
12. Feet pounded on the stairs. p.  2
13. He sat with his elbows dropped on his knees. p. 4
14. Wally stared out over the hills that dipped and rose like a roller coaster. p. 6
15. Think of the most terrible, awful, disgusting, horrible thing in the world. p. 8
16. Caroline Malloy leapt out of the car and rushed to the lawn. p. 10
17. Actress, scriptwriter, and stuntwoman, are related. p. 11
Student: Jude K.
Grade: 7-4
Book: “The Beach Party”
Author: R.L. Stine
1.     Foot down on the gas, full speed, and never looking behind.  P.1
2.     You’ve been here for 15 seconds and you’ve already put down L.A.. P.3
3.     Isn’t it your bedtime, boys?  P.15
4.     Don’t let looks fool you.  P.22
5.     The two waitresses ran back and forth down the wide aisle.  P.22
Student: Jude K.
Grade: 7-4
Book 2: “Cages”
Author: Peg Kehret
6.     Feeling drained of energy.  p.1
7.     She could zap Arthur with information that would stun him to silence. P.3
8.     Miss Fenton must be temporarily insane. P.8
9.     I am absolutely thrilled to death. P.9
10. Nothing had changed but everything was different. p.37
11. She sat on the bed pounding her fist rhythmically on the pillow. P.80
12. I wouldn’t want you to get overly attached to the dog. P.71
Student: Ryan S.
Grade: 7-4
Book: “Goose Bumps: Stay out of the Basement”
Author: R. L. Stine
1.     She wiped her hands on the legs of her jeans      p:2
2.     She made a diving catch for a wild toss             p: 2
3.     I am dying of thirst      p: 6
4.     He pulled up on the screen door             p: 6
5.     Margaret sucked the last drops of juice   p: 7
6.     They stepped on to the narrow stairway       p: 8
7.     Both kids shrank back          p: 8
8.     She poked her head into the living room where the TV was blaring    p: 9
9.       Forcing a smile          p: 10
Student: Ryan S.
Grade: 7-4
Book 2: “The Girl who Owned a City”
Author: O. T. Nelson
10. She swung her leg with all her might p: 1
11. Her eyes struggled to adjust to the strange dimness of the room p: 1
12. The garbage container was crawling with little worms p: 2 
13. A pair of eyes appeared in the window p: 3
14.    For some reason, tears started to form in her eyes and she wanted to cry p: 17
Student: Wolf T.
Grade: 7-4
Book: “The Hobbit”
Author: J.R.R Tolkien
1.       So he put on an apron, lit the fire, boiled water and washed up.     p.32
2.       “There’s more to come yet,” said Tom.      p.40
3.       With sacks in their hands that they used for carrying off mutton and other plunder, they waited in the shadows.    p.40
4.       He came expecting mischief, and didn’t need to see his friends’ legs sticking out of sacks to tell him that things were not all too well. p.40
5.       Who’s been knocking my people about? p.40
6.       William never spoke for he stood turned to stone as he stooped. p.42
7.       Silly time to go practicing pinching and pocket picking. p.44
8.       I found it on the ground where the trolls had their fight. p.44  
9.       They began to feel that danger was not far away on either side. p. 46
10.    The far bank was steep and slippery. p.46
11.    That is only the beginning of the Misty Mountains, and we have to get through, or over or under somehow. p.46
12.     You are to come to the very edge of the wild, as some of you may know. p.47
13.    Morning passed, afternoon came; but in all, the silent was no sign of any dwelling. p.47
14.    His head and beard wagged this way as he looked for the stones, and they followed his lead. p.47
15.    “Hmmm! It smells like elves!” thought Bilbo. p.48
16.    So they laughed and sang in the trees; and pretty fair nonsense I dare say you think it. p. 49
17.    Then they went into another song as ridiculous as the one written down in the full. p.49
18.    Elves know a lot and are wondrous folk for news. p.50
19.    Don’t dip your beard in the foam, father. p.50
20.    Mind Bilbo doesn’t eat all the cakes! p.50
Student: Haitham A.
Grade: 7-5
Book: “Fire, Bed, and Bone”
Author: Henrietta Branford
1.     I am not, nor ever will be… p. 28
2.     I know the world beyond my home.
3.     Under the pine trees the gray rock pushes like bone through the cold hide of the earth.
4.     It will overlay my footprints.
5.     Night comes again, snowfall, darkness, and the quiet wind.
6.     Days and nights we stayed up long and hard.
7.     Then the cold bit us hard.
8.     Adam was a great sinner.
9.     Everyone talked of rebellion.
10. The next knock on the door brought death.
11. I hauled myself back into the old pigs lair and lay there panting
12. Now I began to feel like he opened my side with iron trotters
13. Lie beside me and begin to heal my wounds.
14. I ate, drank, and licked my wounds to sleep.
15. It takes time for a man and a dog to fit together but it also takes a long time for them to part
16. He stripped the dead leaves from the fall trees
17. She came pelting out and comfort came behind her
18. I shall do what pleases me, and sharing with the people pleases me.
19. I remember when the family was filled with peace and the dust had still been settled.
Student: Khalil C.
Grade: 7-5
Book: “Goosebumps. Let’s Get Invisible”
Author: R.L Stine
1.     “But I haven’t had a turn!” Erin protested. P. 61.
2.     To be honest, I felt very fluttery and nervous. P. 62.
3.     April nodded without enthusiasm. P. 63.
4.     But he does not have much of a vocabulary.
5.     Studying his new look.
6.     He nodded thoughtfully.
7.     He exclaimed, ignoring her.
8.     Insisted in a low voice.
9.     Clumping nosily down the creaky wooden stairs.
10. The vase shattered.
11. I was keyed up.
12. I went to the mirror without hesitation.
13. When she shimmered back into view. P. 65.
14. I jerked the glass and water spilled all over the table. P. 81.
15. I clicked on the attic light and clumped (walked noisily) angrily up the stairs. P. 83.
16. With a yelp of surprise, the dog vanished along with April. P. 105.
Student: Khalil C.
Grade: 7-5
Book 2: “Star Wars - Jedi Apprentice”
Author: Jude Watson
17. Not even a hint of light penetrated the hood. Sound was muffled. P.1.
18. He felt a glow of satisfaction as he removed his hood. P.4.
Student: Abrahim K.
Grade: 7-5
Book: “Fire, Bed, & Bone”
Author: Henrietta Branford
1.     The noise of his crying, and his brother Will’s …
2.     All so old that not the fastest whiff of people hung around them
3.     The sky was hard harebell blue above our hills
4.     Lights burned in the mill
5.     I thought you’d come sniffing back, old dog
6.     Fleabane, being young and foolish
7.     The widow cried quietly
8.     Then it grew larger and was a gull with folded wings
9.     The boat slid in to the shore and he jumped out, shouting as he did so.
10. It fell harmlessly beside Captain Olov
11. The wind began to blow
Student: Abrahim K.
Grade: 7-5
Book 2: “The missing Gator Of Gumbo”
Author: J. C. George
12. I made no comment. Said Bob grumping  (Page 6)
13. I was so very peaceful  (Page 14)
Student: Abrahim K.
Grade: 7-5
Book 3: “Nancy Drew”
Author: C. Keene
14. We were evidently near the tornado. And everybody was panicking  (Page 13)
15. Now tell me about the Duffel bag. Derrick said anxiously  (Page 52)
16. “ I’m sorry the RV is still in the shop,” Mr. Drew continued to explain.  (Page 68)
Student: Sabine S.
Grade: 7-5
Book: “Island of the blue dolphins”
Author: Scott O’Dell
1.     The sea is smooth p. 10
2.     It is a flat stone without any scratches p. 10
3.     She was dressed in skins just like men p. 14
4.     He thrust his spear into the sand p. 13
5.     He had small eyes like black pebbles p. 13
6.     A mouth like the edge of a stone knife p. 13
7.     Days of heavy winds p. 11
Student: Sabine S.
Grade: 7-5
Book 2: “Phone Calls”
Author: R. L. Stine
8.     So you ran over there like an eager puppy with your tail wagging and your tongue hanging out. P.
9.     Thanks for the vote of confidence p.
10. I’m the shrimpy little nerd p.
11. Bad news travels fast on a windy day p.
12. He’s a real big guy built like a bear p.
13. Staring at me as if I was some kind of intruder p.
Student: Sabine S.
Grade: 7-5
Book 3: “Jack’s new Power”
Author: Jack Gantos
14. Keep your eyes open you’ll learn something p. 18
15. Were as dumb as dirt for swimming in water that could flip a battleship p.
16. Dig deep inside yourself and think of something that gives you the shivers and it really makes you break out in cold sweat and make you run away p. 13
17. You can face your fears and give them a call p.15
18. If you use your brains you can win. P. 18
19. I can’t figure out what you mean p. 18
20. Its eyes were like polished stones p. 18
Student: Feras S.
Grade: 7-5
Book: “The Climb”
Author: Susannah Brin
1.       His pack felt like it weighed a ton
2.       The ice was studded with small black rocks
3.       I am not used to being a pack horse
4.       Then he lightened up
5.       The icefall before them was crisscrossed with wide crevasses
6.       Scanning the sky.P.13
7.       Badger gave her a sharp lookp.13
8.       Then he sized up the area and chose a routep.14
9.       The ice was cracking and groaningp.14
10.    He imagined the ice splitting openp.14
11.    He was caught up in his thoughtsp.14
12.    He veered to the rightp.15
13.    He’d never had such a close call before!p.15
14.    To brush up against deathp.16
15.    The wind whipped at their clothesp.17
16.    As he zipped the flap of the tent closedp.17
17.    Pulling his bag around his earsp.19
18.    He dished up the cerealp.20
19.    They stowed their skis and extra gear in the tentp.21      
 
 
Student: Lynn C.
Grade: 6-4
Book: “The Black Pearl”
Author: Scott O’Dell
1.     His eyes were the color of ambergris and shaped like a sickle moon. (P.1)
2.     He has seven rows of teeth in his mouth, each tooth as long as my father’s Toledo knife. (P.7)
3.     With these teeth he would snap my bones like sticks. (P.7)
4.     That was the time when the Manta Diablo was a thing with claws and a forked tongue. (P.8)
5.     The three of us were there, on the quiet sea, in a struggle of death. (P.9)
6.     I held it on the light and saw that it gave off a soft amber glow whichever way it was turned. (P.13)
7.     She had the face of a child, but she was really a young woman. P.14)
8.     Eyes large and shaped like almonds. (P.14)
9.     The blue of the sea where the water is very deep (P.18)
10. His shoulders were so wide and powerful that they seemed to be armored in steel instead of muscles. (P.18)
11. His hair, which was gold-colored, grew thick on his head like a helmet. (P.18)
Student: Alexander K.
Grade: 6-2
Book: “The Dead Lifeguard”
Author: R. L. Stine
1.     You knew I’d kill to be a lifeguard. p.3
2.     You always had a great sense of humor. p.4
3.     I hear the dial tone in my head. p.4
4.     What made me think of sun block? Certainly not the sky. p.6
5.     I gazed up at the heavy storm clouds. P.6
6.     I heard the rumble of thunder in the distance. P.6
7.     The gusting breeze was cool and wet. P.6
8.     I want to sit at my lifeguard post and soak up the rays. P.6
9.     A jagged streak of lightning crackled overhead. A clap of thunder made me jump. P.7
10. The rows of windows stared back at me like blank, dark eyes. P.7
11. I glimpsed at the swimming pool, the water flat and gray, reflecting the sky. P.7
12. The black clouds all rolled together, around them, the sky had become a sickly yellow. Strange light. The grass, the fence, the lodge- nothing was the right color. P.8
13. You don’t want to look like a drenched alley cat. P.8
14. My ragged white high tops scraped along the pavement as I started to jog, bent under the weight of the duffel bag. P.8
15. I fluffed it up with one hand p.8
16. I felt a cold sprinkle of rain on my forehead p.8
17. I shielded my eyes from the bright light until the car passed p.8
18. The tall chain-link fence shook in the wind. It made a vibrating sound, a steady hum. P.8
19. Shifting the duffel bag onto my other shoulder. P.9
20. I fumbled around till I found my red vinyl wallet. P.10
21. A tiny red light blinked on and off the front. P.10
22. I let out a frustrated groan. P.10
23. I was totally drenched. I rattled the gate. P.11
24. I stared through the fence and something caught my eye. P.11
25. I squinted, struggling to see through the curtain of rain. P.11
26. Gripping the cold fence, I raised my face to rain and let out a shrill. P.11
27. I could hear rain start to tap against the window at my back. P.13
28. I bumped up against Arny. P.14
29. She was screaming her head off. P.15
30. I felt the cold water over my ankles. P.15
31. The rain was a roar. P.15
32. The girl’s shrill cry rose up over the rain. P.16
33. My T-shirt was stuck to my skin. P.17
Student: Karim M.
Grade: 6-2
Book: “Hot Henrietta and Nailbiters United”
Author: Jules Older
1.     Henrietta’s temper simmered. (P.6)
2.     To hold something tightly with both hands.  (P.11)
3.     Lea Carson tripped and her lunch tray went flying out of her hands. (P.20)
4.     She marched to her room like a followed horse. (P30)
5.     Henrietta’stemper bubbled like a volcano. (P35)
6.     Lea’s house loomed in front of her like some dark monster in a horror movie. (P.41)
Student: Karim M.
Grade: 6-2
Book 2: “Faith and the Electric Dogs”
Author: Patrick Jennings
7.     On old colonial city. (P.1)
8.    You may wish at this point to consult an atlas or an encyclopedia. (P.1)
Student: Karim M.
Grade: 6-2
Book 3: “Star wars”
Author: Jude Watson
9.     They are not welcomed with open arms. (P.141)
10. Not even a hint of light penetrated the hood. (P.1)
11. He nodded at them any way meeting their friendliness with his own. (P.15)
Student: Karim M.
Grade: 6-2
Book 4: “The girl who owned a city”
Author: O.T. Nelson
12. At this very time. (P.1)
13. The popcorn was a little burnt and chewy. (P16)
14. She approached Craig, who was waiting nervously by the car. (P.61)
15. For a light switch. (P.20)
16. As Todd fell more deeply asleep. (P19)
Student: Tobias R.
Grade: 6-2
Book: “Sixth Grade Can Really Kill You”
Author: Barhe DeClements
1.     She was heading for... P.3
2.     I tried to ignore my stomachache. P.5
3.     She wears her hair brushed forward .P.5
4.     Dad hollered from the living room .P.4
5.     She hurried down the stairs. P.4
6.     She asked sharply. P.4
7.     She stayed on my heals. P.4
8.     I stretched up to kiss her good-bye. P.5
9.     She pursed her lips, glared at Louise, and held my arm tighter. P.9
10. I went into the room next door with my best I don’t care smile pasted across my face. P.7
11. Knock it off. P.7
12. Cute was the world for Sharon.P.8
13. Not just any pearl, but the most fabulous gem he or anyone else has ever seen.P.9
14. She had nice brown eyes.P.15
15. Quick as a cricket.P.9
Student: Kalyan S.
Grade: 6-2
Book: “Dinosaurs ate my Homework”
Author: ?
1.     He didn’t want them to be scared anymore, and he believed Holly would keep them safe from any threat. P.3
2.     And she was strong. You know, on the inside. Like you.” P.6
Student: Kalyan S.
Grade: 6-2
Book2: “Box Girl”
Author: ?
1.     I don’t hate Marcia, exactly. P.14
2.     “Sorry, didn’t mean to scare you,” she said. P15
3.     I wasn’t laughing at anything. P.15
4.     His hair is so soft and springy, like those little curls would stay in, even if he had just taken off, I don’t know, like, a motorcycle helmet.” P.18
5.     I’m so relieved that I smile at Clara, the new girl, when she chooses a seat beside me. P.18
6.     Sounds like she’s a new girl and she wants to make friends. P.24
7.     I think about you all the time. P.26
8.     I felt like I could hold my breath until something-anything-happened. P.27
9.     I let her do this and I thought it looked gross, but it looks good on you. P.30
 _____________________________________________________________________
Miscellaneous Expressions
1.     It seems like the Devil incarnate, out to ruin your reputation, even your life.
2.     It can haunt you for years.
3.     Better the devil you know than the devil you don't.
4.     A few detentions could land you on a blacklist for years, and once on that list, it can be nearly impossible to get off of it.
5.     Both problems reside primarily with the fact that…
